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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 


Office of the Secretary 

Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20201 


Case No. 2019-00658-FOIA-OS 

American Oversight v. HHS, Civil No. 19-435 (D.D.C.) 

May 23, 2019 

Mr. Austin R Evers 

Executive Director 

American Oversight 

1030 15th Street, N.W., Suite B255 

Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This letter is an interim response to your August 28, 2018, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request. Specifically, you requested the following records: “All communications between (i) 
Roger Severino, T. March Bell, Maya Noronha, Arina Grossu, or Louis Brown, and (ii) (ii) any 
of the individuals or entities listed below: 

a. Alliance Defending Freedom (adflegal.org) 

b. Operation Rescue (operationrescue.org) 

c. Center for Medical Progress (centerformedicalprogress.org) 

d. Americans United for Life (aul.org) 

e. Charlotte Lozier Institute (lozierinstitute.org) 

f. Susan B. Anthony List (sba-list.org) 

g. Heritage Foundation (heritage.org) 

h. Heritage Action for America (heritageaction.com) 

i. Federation for American Immigration Reform (fairus.org) 

j. Family Research Council (frc.org) 

k. Concerned Women for America (cwfa.org, concemedwomen.org) 

l. March for Life (marchforlife.org) 

m. American Family Association (afa.net, afr.net) 

n. Life Legal Defense Foundation 

o. Federalist Society (fedsoc.org) 

p. American Center for Law and Justice (aclj.org) 

q. The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty (becketlaw.org) 

r. Liberty Counsel (lc.org) 

s. First Liberty (firstliberty.org) 

t. Family Policy Alliance (familypolicyalliance.com) 

u. Thomas More Society (thomasmoresociety.org) 

v. Heartbeat International (heartbeatintemational.org) 

w. Live Action (liveaction.com) 

x. Care Net (care-net.org) 

y. Life Dynamics (lifedynamics.com) 

z. Judicial Crisis Network (judicialnetwork.com) 
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aa. Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (erlc.com) 
bb. U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) 
cc. National Right to Life Committee (nrlc.org) 
dd. Priests for Life (priestsforlife.org) 

ee. Freedom of Conscience Defense Fund (consciencedefense.org) 

ff. Representative Marsha Blackburn and any members of her staff 

gg. Troy Newman 

hh. Cheryl Sullenger 

ii. David Daleiden 

jj. Leonard Leo 

kk. Mark Crutcher 

11. Albin Rhomberg 

mm. Sean Fieler 

The Department processed 2042 pages of potentially responsive records captured in the agency’s 
search for FOIA request 2019-00658-FOIA-OS. After a careful review of these pages, I have 
determined to release 26 pages to you in their entirety, and I am further releasing (4) four pages 
in part, with portions redacted, pursuant to Exemption (b)(6) of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(6)). 
I have determined that 2012 pages are non-responsive and duplicative to your request. 

FOIA exemption (b)(6) permits a Federal agency to withhold information and records about 
individuals in “personnel and medical files and similar files, the disclosure of which would 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” The definition of “similar files” 
has historically been broadly interpreted to include a wide variety of files, and the United States 
Supreme Court has held that Congress intended the term "similar files" to be interpreted broadly, 
rather than narrowly. I have analyzed these records and find they meet the threshold requirement 
of this exemption. Additionally, I have reviewed and weighed the public interest in disclosure of 
this information against the privacy interest in nondisclosure, and found that the privacy interest 
outweighs the public’s interest in disclosure. 

We will continue to review the remaining records as efficiently and expeditiously as possible, 
consistent with our available resources and the Order of the Court. Should you have questions or 
concerns regarding the Department’s response and\or the processing of your request, any such 
issues should be communicated to your legal counsel and Department of Justice Attorney 
representing the Department in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 



Enclosure(s) 


Michael S. Marquis 
Director 

Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts Division 


fedsoc.org 



PHI; 

Federalist 

Society 


1776 I St NW * Suite #300 
Washington, DC 20006 

phone (202) 822-8138 
fax (202) 296'8061 


April 10, 2018 


Justin Butterfield 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
Office for Civil Rights, Senior Advisor 
200 Independence Avenue. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

Mr. Butterfield, 

On September S, 2018, the Texas Lawyers Chapters of The Federalist Society will 
convene in beautiful downtown Fort Worth for the fourth annual Texas Chapters Conference. 
Justice Clarence Thomas has agreed to serve as the Keynote Lecturer and will inaugurate the 
Gregory’S. Coleman Memorial Lecture Series. The CLE panels will feature judges, practitioners, 
and policymakers from the government, private, and nonprofit sectors — including: 

■ United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 

■ United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas 

■ United States Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of Texas 

■ Texas Attorney General’s Office 

■ Texas Public Policy Foundation 

■ Judicial Crisis Network 

■ Heritage Foundation 

■ First Liberty Institute 

■ Becket 

We cordially invite you to participate in the CLE panel moderated by Fifth Circuit Judge 
Don R. Willett: Religious Liberty and Conscience Rights in the Trump Era. This panel should 
also include: (1) Kelly Shackelford, President, First Liberty Institute: (2) Eric Rassbach, Deputy 
General Counsel, Becket: and (3) Nelson Tebbe, Cornell Law School. 

We hope you will join us in September and thereby contribute to another great Texas 
Chapters Conference. In the interim, if you have any questions about the Conference, venue, or 
schedule, please contact Lisa Ezell at 202.822.8714, or Matthew Kacsmaryk at 817.312.0288. 

Sincerely, 


Lisa Budzynski Ezell Matthew Kacsmaryk 

Vice President, Lawyers Chapters Vice President, Programs Director 

The Federalist Society Fort Worth Lawyers Chapter 




cc: Leonard Leo, The Federalist Society 
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From: 

< a bath @tho masmoresociety. org > 

To: 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR ) </o = ExchangeLabs/ou - Exchange AdmInIstra t \ve Group 
(F Y D I BO H F2 3 SP D LT)/cn=R ed pi en ts/cn = 0807ad 3ad 7f44101 b c318 dc6 7d 47e7 f6-G rossu , Ari > 

Subject: 

RE: Special Invitation 

Date: 

2018/01/16 21:34:13 

Priority: 

Normal 

Type: 

Note 


Hi Arina! 

I land at 4:00 tomorrow, so I should be able to make the call and then I'll look forward to seeing you 
Thursday morning. 

Thank you! 


Andy 


From: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) [mailto:Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 8:28 PM 
To: abath@thomasmoresociety.org 
Subject: RE: Special Invitation 


Hi Andy, 


Sure thing! The 1/18 event or also the 


code (b)(6) 


stakeholder call? The call-in number is: lfbH6> 


], pass 


Cheers, 

Arina 


Arina O. Grossu 

Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health &Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 

Washington, D,C, 20201 
Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov 

Phone:(202) 774-3009 


From: abath@thomasmoresociety.org [mailto:abath@thomasmoresociety.org1 

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 8:S1 PM 

To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) < Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov > 

Subject: RE: Special Invitation 
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Hi Arina! 


I know you are busy, but 1 wonder if you can add me to the invitation list. 

Thank you! 

Andy 

From: abath@thQmasmoresQdetv,org [maEltoiabathffithomasmoresQdetv.Qrg l 

Sent: Sunday, January 14, 2018 7:02 PM 
To: arina.gros5u@hhs.gov 
Subject: FW: Special Invitation 

Hi Arina! 

This is brilliant! Do you have room for one more at your announcement event? 
Thank you! 

Andy 

Andrew M. Bath 

Executive Vice President and General Counsel 
Thomas More Society, 

A National Public Interest Law Firm 
19 South LaSalle Street 
Chicago, IL, 60603 
(312) 782-1680 

abath@thomasmoresociety.org 


-- Forwarded message- 

From: Royce, Shannon (OS/CFRNP) < Shannon.Royce@hhs.gov > 

Date: Fri, Jan 12, 2018 at 2:25 PM 
Subject: Special Invitation 

To: mitch.boersma@dcdc.org < mitch.bQersma@cicdc.org >, halvare@gmu.edu < haEvare@gmu.edu >, 
reggEelittleiohn@gmail.com < reggielittieiohn@gmail.com >, Maggiel960Gallagher@gmail.com 
< Maggiel96QGallagher@gmail.com >, robertoscariopez@gmail.com < robertoscarlopez@gmail.com >, 
gplaster@lozierinstitute.org < gplaster@lozierinstitute.org >, eschmitz@sba-list.org < eschmitz@sba- 
list.org >, MSwearingen@usccb.org < MSwearingen@usccb.org >, GSchleppenbach@usccb.org 
< GSchleppenbach@usccb.org >, dQnna@aaplog.org < donna@aaplog.org >, jennifer.iahE@cbc- 
network.org < iennifef .lahl@cbc-network.org >, saden@adfiegal.org < saden@adfiegal.org >, 
dprentice@lozierinstitute.org < dprentiee@lozierinstEtute.org >, cmattox@adfiegal.Qrg 
< cmattox@adflegal.or g>, vdicaro@care-net.org < vdicaro@care-net.or g>, gbavlor@adflegal.org 
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< gbavlorPadflegal.org >. ktheriQtPadflegal.org < ktheriot@ adfleffal.org>, jpQpikPnrlc.org 
< ipopikPnrlc.org >. achristensenpsba-list.org < achristensenPsba-list.or g>, 
KnstanHawkinsPSt u dentsforLif e. org < KristanHawkin 5 pstudentsfQrilfe. 0 r g>, 
twhittingtonPstudentsforljfe.org < twhittingtonPstuden tsforlife.or g>, 
ieannefmanciniPmarchforlife.org < ieannefmancmiPmarchfQriife.org >, 
pbreenPthQmasmoresQcretv.org < pbreenPthoma5mQresQcietv.org >. lilalrosePgmail.com 
< lilalrosePgmail.com >, david.daleidenPgmail.com < david.daletden Pgmail.com >, 
dickersonPcathmed.org < dickersonPcathmed.org >, dihQbgvn2Q12Pgmail.com 
< dihobgyn2012Pgmailxom >, garrettPiameswilsonin5titute.org < garrettPiameswll5oninstitute.org >, 
BrandiP5tantonhealthcare.org < BrandiPstantQnhealthcare.org >, irQmeaPzephyr.org 
< iromeaPzephyr.org >, judyromeaPgmail.com < iudvromeaPgmail.com >, laurenmerzPliveaction.org 
< laurenmerzPliveaction.org >, 5gustafsonPcbhd.org < 5gustafsonPcbhd.org >, hicPharo3dcassidy.com 
< hicPharoldca 55 jdv.com >, jrzPharoldcassidy.com < irzPharoldca5sidv.com >, pcunninghamPcbhd.org 
< pcunninghamPcbhd.org >, donovangkPgeorgetQwn.edu < donQvangkPgeorgetown.edu >, 
tabithaPeagleforum.org < tabithaPeag3eforum.org >, JRaganlPaol.com < JRaganiPaot.com >, 
rschwarzwaldPregent.edu < rschwarzwaldPregent.edu >, cdonovanPlozierinstitute.org 
ccdonovanPl 0 zierin 5 titute.org >, patrickPnco5e.com < patrickPncQse.com >, Dawn.DettlingPgmail.com 
< Dawn.DettlingPgmailxom >, ryanPtheradiancefoundation.Qrg < ryanPtheradiancefoundation.org >, 
isedJakpalLorg < isedlak@aiE.org >, Qrlando.C.Snead.lpnd.edu < Orlando.C.Snead.lpnd.edu >, 
iasonziones@gmail.com < iasonziones@gmail.com >, gary.bauer@amv3lues.org 
< garv.b 3 yerp 3 mvalues.org >, doriev@amvalues.org < doriev@amvalues.org >, wesley@discovery.org 
< we 5 lev@dlsc 0 very.org >, Helen@chi3ro5curoinstEtute.org < heien@chiarQscuroinstitute.org >, 
wiliam.saund&rspa uE.org < wlliam.saunder 5 @aul. 0 fg >, wmweberpadj-dc.org < wmweber@acli-dc.org >, 
nifla@aol.com < nafE3@aol.com >, 30 connor@nifE 3 .org < aoconnor@nifla.org >, cateici@gmail.com 
< cateid@gmaiE.com >, tiwhiteop@gmail.com < tiwhiteQp@gmaiE.com >, wsmith@colsoncenter.org 
< wsmith@colsoncenter.org >, Andrew.Walther@KofC.org < Andrew.WaltherpkQfc.org >, 
tomf48@gmail.com < tomf48@gmail.com >, rgeorgepprinceton.edu < rgeorgepprinceton.edu >, 
pat.fagan@gmail.com cpatfagan@gmail.com >, carrie.5everinopgmail.com 

< carrie.severino@gmail.com >, NTNikas@aol.com < NTNikas@aol.com >, marvracehasson@gmaiE.com 
< marvricehas5on@gmaii.com >, krdaniels@verizon.net < krdaniel5@verizon.net >, iennifer@culture-of- 
life.org < iennifer@culture-Qf-life.org >, alana@alananewman.com < alana@alananewman.com >, 
KFiedorek@adflegal.org < KFiedorek@adflegal.Qrg >, Dbordlee@gmai3.com < Dbord1ee@gm3il.com >, 
MHilliard@ncbcenter.org < MHi1liard@ncbcenter.org >, meg@chiaroscuroinstitute.org 
< meg@chjaro5curoinstjtute.org >, ovide.lamontagne@aul.org < ovtde Jamontagne@aul.org >, 
bduggan38@gmail.com < bduggan38@gmaii.com >, JGodsev@Heartbeatlnternationa1.org 
< JGod5ev@heartbeatinternational.org >, evangeline.bartz@aul.org < evange!ine.bartz@aul.org >, 
andv.moore@aul.org < andy.moore@aul.org >, bomorchoe@studentsfor1ife.org 
< bomorchoe@student5forlife.Qr g>, revmahoney@aol.com < revmahoney@aQl.com >, 
abbykpphotmail.com < abbvkpphotmail.com >, bethanvgQQdmanPmarchforlife.or g 
< bethanygQodm3nPmarchforlife.org >, mforrPadw.org < mforrPadw.or g>, apicare11oPusccb.org 
< apicarelloPusccb.org >, m.herrmannParlingtondiocese.org < m.He r rmannParlingfondjocese.org >, 
megan.mccrumPmall.hQU5e.gov < megan.mccrum@mai1.house.gov >, tonvlauingerPokfQrlife.org 
< tQnvlauingerPokforlife,org >, idvspfirstlibertv.org < idvsPfirstlibertv.org >, hsasserPfirstlibertv.org 
< hsa 55 erPfirstiibertv.org >, mberrvPfirstlibertv.org < mberrvPfir5tlibertv.org >, 
brantlev.starrPtexasattorneygeneral.gov < brantiev.starrPtexasattornevgeneral.gov >. 
chervlsullengerpgmail.com < chervlsullengerpgmail.cQm >. KrdanielsPverizon.net 
< KrdanielsPverizon.net >, avitalepbecketlaw.org < avitale@becketlaw.org >, tchandlerPadflegal.org 
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<t chandler@adfiegal. org>, HBvrnes@ usccb.org < HByrnes@ usccb.org >, fiorentmol< @adw.org 
< fiorentjnQk@adw.org >, eugene@priest5forl if e.org < eugene@priestsfo riife.org> 


Friends, 

Below please accept our invitation to join a special stakeholder call and attend a special meeting. 

Please note this information is strictly confidential and the invitations are not transferable. You will want 
to arrive early enough to go through screening. 

We appreciate you. 

Warmly, 

Shannon 

Shannon 0. Royce, Esq,, Director 

— ■ 

PartnershipLogotransparent 

Center for Faith Based & Neighborhood Partnerships 


[HI 
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January 18 Event: HHS Announcement of 
New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

The following information is strictly confidential, close hold, and subject to change. 

On January 18, 2018, HHS will announce the establishment of a new Conscience and Religious 
Freedom Division within its Office for Civil Rights specializing in enforcement of and 
compliance with laws that protect conscience and free exercise of religion, and that prohibit 
coercion and discrimination. 
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HHS is taking a leading role in implementing President Trump’s Executive Order on Free 
Speech and Religious Liberty and the Department of Justice’s Religious Liberty Guidance. 

Please join Acting Secretary Hargan, Leader McCarthy. Rep. Ilartzler, and special guests as we 
celebrate this important milestone. 

-This Invitation is Non-Transferable- 


Call: 

What: Stakeholder call 

Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018, 5-5:30 pm ET 

(To join on this call, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm ET by emailing Arina 
Grossu, arina.jjrossu@hhs.aov ) 

Main Event: 

What: HHS Announcement of New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018, 10:30-11:30 am ET 

Location: 

HHS Auditorium, First Floor 
200 Independence Avenue. SW 

Hubert H. Humphrey Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20201 


Congressional Speakers: 

*Rep. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Leader 

*Rcp. Vicky Hartzier, Co-Chair of House Values Action Team 

Sen. James Lankford, R-OK 

HHS Speakers: 

*Eric Hargan, HHS Acting Secretary 

*Roger Severino, Director of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS. 

Leadership Speakers: 

*Montse Alvarado, Executive Director of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
*Rabbi Mitchell Rocklin, President of the Jewish Coalition for Religious Liberty, an 
Army National Guard Chaplain, and a member of the Rabbinical Council of America’s 
Executive Committee 

*Dr. Everett Piper, President of Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

*Asma Elddin, Fellow, Initiative on Security and Religious Freedom at UCLA; founder 
of AltMuslimah. 

*Con firmed. 

This event will be livestreamed at vvvvw.hhs.gov/live and open to the press. 
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(If you would like to attend this event at HHS, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm ET 
by emailing your name and affiliation to Arina Grossu, arina.grossu@hhs.aov . Please bring a 
U.S. government-issued ID with you.) 


Sent from my mobile device. Please excuse any informalities or errors. 


Sender: 

< a ba th @tho masmoresociety. o rg > 

Recipient: 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </o=Exchange!_abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0807ad3ad7f44101bc318dc67d47e7f6-Grossu, Ari> 

Sent Date: 

2018/01/16 21:33:47 

Delivered Date: 

2018/01/16 21:34:13 
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From: 

Vincent DiCaro <vdicaro@care-netorg> 

To: 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) < fo -= ExchangeLabs/ou-Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO H F23S PDLT)/cn=Red pients/cn=0807a d3a d7f44101 bc318dc67d47e7f6-Grossu, Ari> 

Subject: 

Re: Special Invitation 

Date: 

2018/01/16 10:08:30 

Priority: 

Normal 

Type: 

Note 


Arina, 

I will try my best to be on the call. 5 can be tough for me with kid pick up, etc. 
Vince 


Vincent DiCaro 

L hi el Owlre a ch Off her 

3 

Care Net 

44180 Riverside Parkway, Ste. 200 
Lansdowne, VA 20176 

V: 703-554-8741 F: 703-554-8735 
E: vdicaro@carc-rtel . org W: carc-nct.org 


Follow us: 


/carenet 



@inspirclifcnow 



Sign up for Care Net's blogs 


CARE NET CENTERS HAVE SAVED 

Abundant 

• LIFE 


On Fri, Jan 12, 2018 at 5:08 PM, Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) 
< Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov > wrote: 


Vince, 


Great! Will you be on both the call and at event? 


Cheers, 

Arina 
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Arina O. Grossu 


Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health &Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W, 

Washington, D.C, 20201 

Arina,Grossu@hhs.gov 

Phone 1 (202) 774-3009 


From: Vincent DiCaro [mailto: vdicaro@care-net.Qrg1 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2018 5:05 PM 
To: Grossu, Arina (HFiS/OCR) (CTR) < Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov > 
Subject: Fwd: Special Invitation 


Arina, 

1 will attend. 
Vince 


Vincent DiCaro 

Ctwf Ouireach Officer 


3 


Care Net 


44180 Riverside Parkway, Ste. 200 

Lansdowne. VA 20176 
V: 703-554-8741 F: 703-554-8735 
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E vdicaro@ care-net.org W: care-net org 


Follow us: 


/carenet ^ * @inspircli fenow 




Sian up for Care Net's bio ns 


f 



—.Forwarded message- 

From: Royce, Shannon (OS/CFBNP) < Shan non, RQVce@hhs.gov > 

Date: Fri, Jan 12, 2018 at 3:25 PM 
Subject: Special Invitation 

To: " mitch.boersma@cicdc.org " < mitch.boersma@cicdc.org >. " balvare@gmu.edu " 
< halvare@gmu.edu >. " reggiclittleiohn@gmail.com " < reggielittleiohn@grnall.com >. 
" Maggiel960Gallagher@gmail.com " < Maggie 1960Gallagher@gmail.com >, 
'’ robertoscarlopez@gmail.com " < robertoscarlopez@gmail.com >, 
" gplaster@lozierinstitutc.org " < gplaster@lozierinstitute,org >. " eschmitz@sba- 
list.org " < eschmitz@sba-list.org >. " MSwearingen@usccb.org " 
< MSwearingen@usccb.org >, " GSchleppenbach@jusccb.org " 

< G Schlep pen bach@usccb.org >, " donna@aaplog.org " < donna@aaplog.org >. 
" iennifer.lahl@cbc-network.org " <i en nifer.l ah 1@cbc-network, or g >. 
" saden@adf1egal.org " < saden@adflegal,org >, " dprentice@lozierinstitute.org " 
< dprentice@lozierinstitute.org >, " cmattox@adflegal.org " < cmattox@adflegal.org >, 
" vdicaro@care-net.org " < vdicaro@jcare-net.org >, " gbaylor@adflegal.org " 
< gbavlor@adflega1.org >. " ktheriot@adflegal.org " < ktheriot@adflegal,org >, 
" ipopik@nrlc.org " <ipopik@nrlc.org >. " achristensen@sba-list.org " 
< achristensen@sba-list.org >. " KristanHawkins@StudentsforLife.org " 
< KristanHawkins@studentsforlife.org >, " twhittington@studentsforlife.org " 
< twhittington@studentsfor1ife.org >, " ieannefmancini@marchforlife.org " 
<ieannefmancini@marchforlife.org> . " pbreen@tbomasmoresocietv.org " 
< pbreen@thomasmoresociely . org >, " lilalrose@gmail.com " < lila 1 rose@gmail.com >, 
" david.daleiden@gmail.com " < david.daleiden@gmail.com >. 

" dickerson@cathmed.org " < dickerson@catbmed.org >. " dihobgyn2012@gmail.com " 
< dihobgyn20l2@gmai1.com >, " garrett@iameswi 1 soninstitute.org " 
< garrett@iameswilsoninstitute.org >, " Brandi@stantonhealthcare.org " 

< Brand i@stantonhealthcare.org >. " jromea@zephyr.org " <iromea@zephyr.org >, 
" iudvromea@gmail.com " <iudyromea@gmail.com >. " laurenmerz@liveaction.org " 
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January 18 Event: HHS Announcement of 
New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 


Ute following information is strictly confidential, close hold, and subject to 

change. 


On January 18, 2018, HHS will announce the establishment of a new Conscience and 
Religious Freedom Division within its Office for Civil Rights specializing in 
enforcement of and compliance with laws that protect conscience and free exercise of 
religion, and that prohibit coercion and discrimination. 


HHS is taking a leading role in implementing President Trump's Executive Order on 
Free Speech and Religious Liberty and the Department of Justice’s Religious Liberty 
Guidance. 


Please join Acting Secretary Hargan, Leader McCarthy, Rep. Hartzler, and special 
guests as we celebrate this important milestone. 


-This Invitation is Non-Transfcrablc- 


Call: 
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What: Stakeholder call 


Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018, 5-5:30 pm ET 

(To join oil this call, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm ET by emailing 
Arina Grossu. arina.grossu(S-'hhs.gov ) 

Main Event: 

What: HHS Announcement of New Division on Conscience and Religious 
Freedom 

Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018, 10:30-11:30 am ET 
Location: 

HHS Auditorium, First Floor 
200 Independence Avenue. SW 

Hubert H. Humphrey Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20201 


Congressional Speakers: 

*Rep. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Leader 

*Rep. Vicky Hartzler, Co-Chair of House Values Action Team 

Sen. James Lankford, R-OK 

HHS Speakers: 

*Eric Hargan, HHS Acting Secretary 

*Roger Severino, Director of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS. 
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Leadership Speakers: 


*Montse Alvarado, Executive Director of the Becket Fund for Religious 
Liberty 

*Rabbi Mitchell Rocklin, President of the Jewish Coalition for Religious 
Liberty, an Array National Guard Chaplain, and a member of the Rabbinical 
Council of America’s Executive Committee 

*Dr. Everett Piper, President of Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

*Asma Uddin, Fellow, Initiative on Security and Religious Freedom at UCLA; 
founder of AltMuslimah. 


* Confirmed . 


This event will be livestreamed at www.hhs.gov/livc and open to the press. 


(If you would like to attend this event at HE1S, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 

5 pm ET by emailing your name and affiliation to Arina Grossu, 

arina.grossu@hhs.gov . Please bring a U.S. government-issued ID with you.) 


ti 


Sender: 

Vincent DiCaro <vdEcaro@care-netorg> 

Recipient: 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/QCR) (CTR) < jo-- Exchange La bs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=0807a d 3a d7f44101bc318dc67d47e7f 6-Grossu, Ari > 

Sent Date: 

2018/01/16 10:07:30 

Delivered Date: 

2018/01/16 10:08:30 
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From; 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE 
GROUP (FYOIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0807AD3AD7F44101BC318DC67D47E7F6- 
GROSSU, ARI> 

To: 

Erlc Schmitz <eschmftz@sba* 1 Est.org> 

CC; 

G en evi eve PI a ste r <g p 1 aste r@ lozie (institute, o rg > 

Subject; 

RE: Timely update to event invitation 

Date: 

2018/01/17 17:01:00 

Priority: 

Normal 

Type: 

Note 


Got it. 

Cheers, 

Arina 

Arina O. Grossu 

Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health &Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 
Arina.Grossu@hh5.gov 

Phone:(202) 774-3009 


From: Eric Schmitz [mailto:eschmitz@sba-list.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 4:57 PM 
To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/0CR) (CTR) <Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov> 
Cc: Genevieve Plaster <gplaster@lozierinstitute.org> 
Subject: FW: Timely update to event invitation 

I'll be there tomorrow with Genevieve Plaster. Thank you! 

Eric 


Eric Schmitz 


Legislative Director, Susan 8. Anthony List 
eschmitz® sba-list.org | 202-223-3073 |l sba-list.org 





https: / / www. sba-list .org /wp -content / uploads / 2016 / 03/e-si g-fb j pg 

https://www.sba-list.0rg/wp-cQntent/uplQads/2016/0.s/e-sig-tw.jpg 

https: / / www.sba-list.org /wp -content / uploads / 2016 / 0:3/e-si g-ig.jpg 



ttps://www.sba-list.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/e-sig-vt. jpg 
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From: Royce, Shannon (OS/CFBNP) [ mailtoiShannon, Royce @ hhs.gov] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2018 1:21 PM 

To: Royce, Shannon (OS/CFBNP) < Shannon Ravce@hhs.g ov> 

Subject: Timely update to event invitation 

Friends, 

Great news! The event tomorrow has had such significant response that we are moving to the Great 
Hall, This means you are free to share the invitation with your team since we now have more room for 
you* 

Please have them reply to Arina Grossu at Arina.Grossu(a?hhs.gov so their name will be on the security 
list. 

Also, please arrive early since we so many people will need to get through security screening. 

See you tomorrow. 

Warmly, 


Shannon 



OCR_LogoType_4C_V ertbox 

January 18 Event: HHS Announcement of 
New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

The following information is strictly confidential, close hold, and subject to change. 

On January 18, 2018, HHS will announce the establishment of a new Conscience and Religious 
Freedom Division within its Office for Civil Rights specializing in enforcement of and 
compliance with laws that protect conscience and free exercise of religion, and that prohibit 
coercion and discrimination. 
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HHS is taking a leading role in implementing President Trump’s Executive Order on Free 
Speech and Religious Liberty and the Department of Justice’s Religious Liberty Guidance. 

Please join Acting Secretary Hargan, Leader McCarthy. Rep. Hartzler, and special guests as we 
celebrate this important milestone. 

-Please share this lnvitation- 


Main Event: 

What: HHS Announcement of New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018, 10:30-11:30 am ET 

Location: 

The Great Hall, First Floor 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 
Hubert H. Humphrey Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20201 


Congressional Speakers: 

*Rcp. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Leader 

*Rcp. Vicky Hartzler, Co-Chair of House Values Action Team 

* Sen. James Lankford, R-OK 

HHS Speakers: 

*Eric Hargan, HHS Acting Secretary 

* Roger Severino, Director of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS. 

Leadership Speakers: 

*Montse Alvarado, Executive Director of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
*Rabbi Mitchell Rocklin, President of the Jewish Coalition for Religious Liberty, an 
Army National Guard Chaplain, and a member of the Rabbinical Council of America’s 
Executive Committee 

*Dr. Everett Piper, President of Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

*Asma Lid din, Fellow, Initiative on Security and Religious Freedom at UCLA; founder 
of AltMuslimah. 

^Confirmed. 

This event will be livestreamed at www.hhs.gov/live and open to the press. 

(If you would like to attend this event at HHS, please RSVP by emailing your name and 
affiliation to Arina Grossu, arina.grossufehhs.go v. Please bring a U.S. government-issued ID 
with you. ) 


Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </0=EXCHANGELABS/QU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECtPIENTS/CN=Q807AD3AD7F441D1BC318DC67D47E7F6-GROSSU, ARI > 
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Recipient: 

Eric Schmitz < esch m itz @sba - 1 1st. o rg >; 

Genevieve Plaster <gpiaster@lozierlnstitute.org> 

Sent Date: 

2018/01/17 17:01:21 

Delivered Date: 

2018/01/17 17:01:00 


AMERICAN 

^OVERSIGHT 


HHS-18-0485-A-000017 







Non Responsive Record 


_ — ■ 

Small togo 


From: Matthew Kacsmaryk [mailto:mkac5rnarYk@firstlibertY.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 1:41 AM 

To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR} (CTR) <Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov> 

Cc: Usa Ezell <Lt5a.Ezell@fed-soe.org>; Sarah Landeene <sarah.landeene@fed'SOC.org>; Diane Kozub 
<tarrantfedsoc@gmail.com> 

Subject: ATTACHED: Letter Invitation to Senior Advisor Justin Butterfield / Federalist Society's 2018 
Texas Chapters Conference 

Importance: High 

Ms. Grossu, 

On the recommendation of the National Office and Texas Lawyers Chapters of The Federalist Society, i have 
attached an electronic PDF copy of the letter inviting OCR Senior Advisor Justin Butterfield to participate in 
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the Religious Liberty and Conscience Rights CLE panel at the 2018 Texas Chapters Conference. 

See Attachment 

As rioted in the attached letter. Justice Clarence Thomas has graciously agreed to serve as the Keynote 
Lecturer and will thereby inaugurate the Gregory S. Coleman Memorial Lecture 
Series: ht.tp.s://fedsoc.org/eyerits/2018“tcxas-chap.ters-c.onferen.c.e-l 


We look forward to seeing Mr. Butterfield in downtown Cowtown! 


Matthew Kacsmaryk 

Deputy General Counsel 
o. 972-941-4444 
d. 972-941-4454 
f. 972-941-4457 
■Mkacsmarvk@rirsUibertv.ortr 

FIRST III LIBERTY 

First Liberty Logo 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: 

Tliis electronic mail message and any accompanying documents contain information belonging to the sender 
which is confidential and legally privileged. This information is intended only for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it was sent as indicated above. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of the information contained in this electronic mail 
message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please delete it immediately, and call 
(972-941 -4444) to advise me that you received it. Thank you. PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL - 
ATTORNEY CLIENT COMMUNICATION/ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 

Non Responsive Record 
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From: 

Grossu, Anna (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </G=EXC HANG ELABS/OLM EX CHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE 
GROUP (F YDI BO H F23S PDLT)/CN=R ECI PIE NTS/C N=0807AD3 AD7 F44101RC313 D C67D47 E7F6- 
GROSSU, ARI> 

To: 

Vincent DiCaro <vdicaro@care-net.org> 

Subject: 

RE: Special Invitation 

Date: 

2018/01/16 11:37:00 

Priority: 

Normal 

Type: 

Note 


Vince, 


Ok. If you're able to call in it's |(b)(6) 
event on Thursday? 


, pass code (b)(6) 


Are you planning on attending the 


Cheers, 

Arina 


Arina O. Grossu 

Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health &Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 
Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov 

Phone:(202) 774-3009 


From: Vincent DiCaro [mailto:vdicaro@care-net.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 10:08 AM 

To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) <Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov> 

Subject: Re: Special Invitation 

Arina, 

I will try my best to be on the call. 5 can be tough for me with kid pick up, etc. 
Vince 


Vincent DiCaro 

Chiet Outreach Officer 

a 

Care Net 

44180 Riverside Parkway, Ste. 200 
Lansdowne, VA 20176 
V: 703-554-8741 F: 70 3-554-8735 
E: vdicaro@care-net.orq W: care-net.orq 


AMERICAN 

^OVERSIGHT 


HHS-18-0485-A-000020 


















Follow us: f bl? LSJ 

B /carenet J (foinspireljfenow * Sign up for Care Net's blogs 
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N 
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Abundant 
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On Fri, Jan 12, 2018 at 5:08 PM, Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) 
< Arina. Grossufajhhs. go v >wrote: 

Vince, 

Great! Will you be on both the call and at event? 

Cheers, 

Arina 


Arina O. Grossu 

Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health &Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

Arina. Grossu@hhs.Eov 

Phone:(202) 77 4-300 9 


From: Vincent DiCaro [mailto: vdicaro@care-net.orEl 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2018 5:05 PM 
To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) < Arina.Grossu@hhs.EQV > 
Subject: Fwd: Special Invitation 

Arina, 

1 will attend. 

Vince 


Vincent DiCaro 

Chief Outreach Officer 

a 

^ Care Net 

44180 Riverside Parkway, Ste. 200 

Lansdowne, VA 20176 
V: 703-554-8741 F: 703-554-8735 
E: vdicarota) care-net.orq W: care-net.orq 
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What: Stakeholder call 

Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018, 5-5:30 pm ET 

(To join on this call, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm ET by emailing Arina 
Grossu, arina . grossu@ h h s . gov ) 

Main Event: 

What: HHS Announcement of New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018, 10:30-11:30 am ET 

Location: 

HHS Auditorium, First Floor 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 

Hubert H. Humphrey Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20201 


Congressional Speakers: 

*Rep. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Leader 

*Rep. Vicky Hartzler, Co-Chair of House Values Action Team 

Sen. James Lankford, R-OK 

HHS Speakers: 

*Eric Hargan, HHS Acting Secretary 

* Roger Scverino, Director of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS. 

Leadership Speakers: 

' Montse Alvarado, Executive Director of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 

* Rabbi Mitchell Rocklin, President of the Jewish Coalit ion for Religious Liberty, an 
Army National Guard Chaplain, and a member of the Rabbinical Council of 
America’s Executive Committee 

Dr. Everett Piper, President of Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

*Asma Uddin. Fellow. Initiative on Security and Religious Freedom at UCLA; 
founder of AltMuslimah. 

* Confirmed. 

This event will be livestreamed at www.hhs.gov/livc and open to the press. 

(If you would like to attend this event at HHS. please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm 
ET by emailing your name and affiliation to Arina Grossu, anna.grossu@lihs.gov . Please 
bring a U.S. government-issued ID with you.) 


Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </0=EXCHANGELABS/0U=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBQHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN -0807AD3AD7F44101BC3180C67D47E7F6-GR0SSU, ARI > 
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Recipient: 

Vi n cent DiCa ro < vd i ea ro @ca re- n et. o rg > 

Sent Date: 

2018/01/16 11:37:14 

Delivered Date: 

2018/01/16 11:37:00 
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From; 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </Q=EXC HANG ELABS/OU-EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE 
GROUP (FYDIBOH F23SPDIT)/CN=RECIP1ENTS/CN -0807AD3AD7F441Q1BC318DC67D47E7F6- 
GROSSU, ARt> 

To: 

G reg Sch feppe n bach < GSch 1 e ppen ba ch @ uscc b. o rg > 

Subject; 

RE; Special Invitation 

Date: 

2018/01/16 13:25:00 

Priority; 

Normal 

Type: 

Note 


Hi Greg, 

Great! I have you down for both the call and the event. The call-in for tomorrow is: Ifbif6) 


pass code (b)(6) 


Cheers, 

Arina 

Arina O. Grossu 

Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health &Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 
Arina.GrosstJ@hhs.gov 

Phone:(202) 774-3009 


From: Greg Schleppenbach [mailto:GSchleppenbach(5>usccb.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 1:18 PM 

To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) <Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov> 

Subject: RE: Special Invitation 

Arina, 

Change of plans. I will be attending this event after all. No one else from here (except possibly Melissa 
Swearingen who RSVPd) can attend so I'll be there. 

Greg Schleppenbach 

Associate Director 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

From: Greg Schleppenbach 

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 9:27 AM 


AMERICAN 

^OVERSIGHT 


HHS-18-0485-A-000024 














To: 'arina.grQssuPhhs.gov' < arina.gro5suPhhs.gQ V> 

Subject: RE: Special Invitation 

Arina, 

HI be on the call tomorrow but unfortunately cannot attend the meeting on Thursday due to our Pro- 
Life Leadership Mass. Thanks for the invite! 

Greg Schleppenbach 

Associate Director 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

From: Royce, Shannon (OS/CFBNP) [ mailto:Shannon.RovcePhh 5 .govl 
Sent: Friday, January 12, 2018 3:26 PM 

To: mitch.boersma Pdcdc.org; halvarePgmu.edu : reggielittleiohnPgmaiLcom; 
Maggiel960Ga3EagherPgmaiLGQm; robertQscarlQpezPgmail.com; gpiasterPlozierinstitute.org : 
eschmitzPsba-list.org : Melissa (Silvers) Swearingen < MSwearingenPusccb.org >; Greg Schleppenbach 
< GSchleppenbachPusccb.org >; donnaPaaplog.org : ienniferJahEPcbc-network.org: 
sadenPadflegaLorg; dprenticePlozierjnstitute.org; cmattoxPadflegal.org ; vdicaroPcare-net.org : 
gbaylorPadflegal.org ; ktheriotPadflegaLorg ; jpopikPnrlc.org ; achristensenPsba-list.org : 
eschmitzPsba-list.org ; KristanHawkin5P5tudentsforLife.org: twhittingtonpstudent5fQrlife.org ; 
ieannefmaneimPmarchforlife.org ; pbreenpthomasmoresociety.org ; lilalrosepgmail.com ; 
david.daleiden pgmail.com ; dickersonpcathmed.org ; dihobgyn2Q12pgmail.com ; 
garrettpiameswilsoninstitute.org ; Brandipstantonhealthcare.org ; iromeaPzephvr.org ; 
iudyrQmeapgmai3.com ; laurenmerzpiiveaction.org ; sgustafsonPcbhd.org; hicPharoldcassidy.CQm ; 
irzpharoldcassidy.com ; pcunninghampcbhd.org ; donovangkPgeorgetown.edu ; 
tabithaPeagleforum.org ; JRaganipaoLcom ; rschwarzwaldpregent.edu; 
cdonovanpEozierin 5 titute.org ; patrickpncose.com ; Dawn.Dettlingpgmail.com ; 
rvanptheradi 3 ncefoundation.org; jsedlakPa1i.org ; Qrlando.C.Snead. lpnd.edu ; 
iasonzjonespgm3il.com ; gary.bauerPamvalues.org ; dorievPamvalues.org ; wesjeypdiscoverv.org ; 
he3enpchiaroscuroinstityte.org; wiliam.saundersPaul.org; wmweberpacFj-dc.org ; nif3aPaol.com ; 
aoconnorpnifEa.org ; cateidpgmail.com ; tiwhiteopPgmail.com ; wsmithpcolsoncenter.org ; 
Andrew.WaltherpKofC.org ; tomf48pgmail.com; rgeorgepprinceton.edu ; pat.faganpgmail.com ; 
carrje.5everinopgmail.com; NTNikaspaol.com ; marvricehassonpgmail com ; krdanielspverizon.net ; 
ienniferpculture-oMife.org; alanapalananewman.com ; KFiedorekpadflegal.org; 
Dbordleepgmail.com; IVtHniiardpncbcenter.org; megpchraroscuroinstitute.org; 
ovjde.iamontagnepaul.org ; bduggan38pgmaal.com ; JGod5evpHeartbeatlnternational.org ; 
evangeline.bartzPaul.org : andy.moorepaui.org ; bomorchoep5tudentsforEife.org ; 
revmahoneypaol.com : abbykpphotmail.com ; bethanygoodmanPmarchforlife.org ; 
evangeline.bartzpaui.Qrg ; mforrPadw.org : Anthony Picarello < AFicarelloPusccb.org >; 
m.herrmannParlingtondiocese.Qrg ; m egan.mccrumPmail.house.gov : tonylauingerPokforljfe.org ; 
idvspfirstllbertv.org ; hsasserpfirstlibertv.org ; mberrvPfi rstlibertv.org ; 
brantiev.star r ptexasattornevgeneral . gov; chervlsuHengerPgmail.com; KrdanielsPverizon.net ; 
avitalePbecketlaw.or g: tchandlerpadflegal.org ; Hillary Byrnes < HByrnesPusccb.org >; 
fiQrentinokPadw.org ; eugenePprjestsforlife.org 
Subject: Special Invitation 
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Friends, 


Below please accept our invitation to join a special stakeholder call and attend a special meeting. 

Please note this information is strictly confidential and the invitations are not transferable. You will want 
to arrive early enough to go through screening. 

We appreciate you. 

Warmly, 

Shannon 

Shannon 0, Royce, Esq., Director 

PartnershipLogotransparent 

Center for Faith Based ^Neighborhood Partnerships 


0 
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January 18 Event: HHS Announcement of 
New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

The following information is strictly confidential, close hold, and subject to change. 

On January 18, 2018, HHS will announce the establishment of a new Conscience and Religious 
Freedom Division within its Office for Civil Rights specializing in enforcement of and 
compliance with laws that protect conscience and free exercise of religion, and that prohibit 
coercion and discrimination. 

HHS is taking a leading role in implementing President Trump's Executive Order on Free 
Speech and Religious Liberty and the Department of Justice’s Religious Liberty Guidance. 


AMERICAN 

^OVERSIGHT 


HHS-18-0485-A-000026 







Please join Acting Secretary Hargan. Leader McCarthy. Rep. Hartzler, and special guests as we 
celebrate this important milestone. 

-This Invitation is Non-Transferable- 

Can: 

What: Stakeholder call 

Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2018, 5-5:30 pm ET 

(To join on this call, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm ET by emailing Arina 
Grossu, arina. uros5u@hhs.gov ) 

Main Event: 

What: HHS Announcement of New Division on Conscience and Religious Freedom 

Date: Thursday, January 18, 2018, 10:30-11:30 am ET 

Location: 

HHS Auditorium. First Floor 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 
Hubert H. Humphrey Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20201 


Congressional Speakers: 

*Rcp. Kevin McCarthy, House Majority Leader 

*Rcp. Vicky Hartzler, Co-Chair of House Values Action Team 

Sen. James Lankford, R-OK 

HHS Speakers: 

*Eric Hargan, HHS Acting Secretary 

*Roger Severino, Director of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS. 

Leadership Speakers: 

*Montse Alvarado, Executive Director of the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
* Rabbi Mitchell Rocklin. President of the Jewish Coalition for Religious Liberty, an 
Army National Guard Chaplain, and a member of the Rabbinical Council of America’s 
Executive Committee 

*Dr. Everett Piper, President of Oklahoma Wesleyan University. 

*Asma lid din, Fellow, Initiative on Security and Religious Freedom at UCLA; founder 
of AltMuslimah. 

^Continued. 

This event will be livestreamed at www.hhs.gov/live and open to the press. 
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(If you would like to attend this event at I IMS, please RSVP no later than January 16 at 5 pm ET 
by emailing your name and affiliation to Arina Grossu, arina.grossu@hhs.nov. Please bring a 
U.S. government-issued ID with you.) 


Sender: 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/GCR) (CTR) </Q=EXCHANGEUBS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 

CFYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN = RECIPIENTS/CN=0807AD3AD7F441018C318DC67D47E7F6-GRQS5U, ARI> 

Recipient: 

Greg Schieppenbach <GSchleppenbach@usccb.org > 

Sent Date: 

2018/01/16 13:25:25 

Delivered Date: 

2018/01/16 13:25:00 
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From; 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </G- EXCHANGELABS/OU- EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE 
GROUP (FYOIBOH F23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0807AD3AD7F44101BC318DC67D47E7F6- 
GROS5U, ARI> 

To: 

G en evi eve PI a ste r <g p 1 aste r@ lozie ri nstttute, o rg > 

Subject: 

RE: RSVP - 1/17 and 1/18 

Date: 

2018/01/16 14:16:00 

Priority: 

Normal 

Type: 

Note 


Thanks Genevieve! I look forward to seeing you on Thursday. The call-in number is: |(b)(6) 


(b)(6) 


pass code (b)(6) 


Cheers, 

Arina 


Arina O. Grossu 

Outreach Advisor (Contractor) 

Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health 8tHuman Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 
Arina.Grossuj5ihhs.Hov 

Phone:(202) 774-3009 


From: Genevieve Plaster [mailto:gplaster@lozierinstitute.org] 

Sent: Monday, January 15, 2018 2:22 PM 

To: Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) <Arina.Grossu@hhs.gov> 

Subject: RSVP -1/17 and 1/18 

Hi Arina, 

I hope you are well and have enjoyed the start to the new year so far! I received the exciting invitation - 
thank you for including me. I'd like to RSVP for both the call on Weds as well as the main announcement 
on Thurs. 

Very much looking forward to it. And congrats again! 

Genevieve 

Genevieve Plaster 

Senior Policy Analyst 
Charlotte Lozier Institute 

lozierinstiti.ite.org 

202-223-8073 

Please note our new address: 
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2800 Shirlington Rd 
Suite 1200 
Arlington, VA 22206 


Sender: 

Grossu, Arina (HHS/OCR) (CTR) </0=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0807AD3AD7F44101BC318DC67D47E7F6-GROSSU, ARI> 

Recipient: 

Genevieve Plaster <gplaster@lQzierinstitute.org> 

Sent Date: 

2018/01/16 14:16:54 

Delivered Date: 

2018/01/16 14:16:00 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 


Office of the Secretary 


Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20201 


Case No. 2019-00658-FOIA-OS 
Case No. 2019-00568-FOIA-OS 
American Oversight v. HHS, Civil No. 19-435 (D.D.C.) 

August 26, 2019 (draft) 

Mr. Austin R. Evers 

Executive Director 

American Oversight 

1030 15th Street, N.W., Suite B255 

Washington, DC 20005 

Sent via email: foia@americanoversight.org 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This letter is the fourth and final response to your August 28, 2018, Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request. Specifically, you requested the following records: 

“All communications between (i) Roger Severino, T. March Bell, Maya Noronha, Arina 
Grossu, or Louis Brown, and (ii) (ii) any of the individuals or entities listed below: 

a. Alliance Defending Freedom (adflegal.org) 

b. Operation Rescue (operationrescue.org) 

c. Center for Medical Progress (centerformedicalprogress.org) 

d. Americans United for Life (aul.org) 

e. Charlotte Lozier Institute (lozierinstitute.org) 

f. Susan B. Anthony List (sba-list.org) 

g. Heritage Foundation (heritage.org) 

h. Heritage Action for America (heritageaction.com) 

i. Federation for American Immigration Reform (fairus.org) 

j. Family Research Council (frc.org) 

k. Concerned Women for America (cwfa.org, concemedwomen.org) 

l. March for Life (marchforlife.org) 

m. American Family Association (afa.net, afr.net) 

n. Life Legal Defense Foundation 

o. Federalist Society (fedsoc.org) 

p. American Center for Law and Justice (aclj.org) 

q. The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty (becketlaw.org) 

r. Liberty Counsel (lc.org) 

s. First Liberty (firstliberty.org) 

t. Family Policy Alliance (familypolicyalliance.com) 

u. Thomas More Society (thomasmoresociety.org) 

v. Heartbeat International (heartbeatintemational.org) 

w. Live Action (liveaction.com) 

x. Care Net (care-net.org) 

y. Life Dynamics (lifedynamics.com) 

z. Judicial Crisis Network (judicialnetwork.com) 
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aa. Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (erlc.com) 
bb. U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org) 
cc. National Right to Life Committee (nrlc.org) 
dd. Priests for Life (priestsforlife.org) 

ee. Freedom of Conscience Defense Fund (consciencedefense.org) 

ff. Representative Marsha Blackburn and any members of her staff 

gg. Troy Newman 

hh. Cheryl Sullenger 

ii. David Daleiden 

jj. Leonard Leo 

kk. Mark Crutcher 

11. Albin Rhomberg 

mm. Sean Fieler 

The Department processed 1923 pages of potentially responsive records captured in the agency’s 
search for FOIA request 2019-00658-FOIA-OS. After a careful review of these pages, I have 
determined that three (3) pages can be released in their entirety. I have determined that 1920 
pages are non-responsive to your request. 

Additionally, the agency reviewed and processed 318 pages of records responsive to FOIA 
request 2019-00568-FOIA-OS. After careful review of these pages, I have determined to release 
187 pages to you in their entirety, and I am further releasing 48 pages in part, with portions 
redacted, pursuant to Exemptions (b)(2), (b)(5), and (b)(6) of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(2), 
(b)(5), and (b)(6)). I have also determined to withhold 83 pages in their entirety, pursuant 
to Exemption (b)(2), (b)(5), and (b)(6) of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(2), (b)(5), and (b)(6)). 

FOIA exemption (b)(2) permits the withholding of records that are related solely to the internal 
personnel rules and practices of an agency. 

FOIA exemption (b)(5) protects inter-agency or intra-agency memoranda or letters which would 
not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. This 
exemption protects documents that would be covered by any privilege an agency could assert in 
a civil proceeding. These privileges include, among others, the deliberative process privilege, 
the attorney-client privilege, and the attorney work-product privilege. In this instance, the 
deliberative-process privilege applies. 
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FOIA exemption (b)(6) permits a Federal agency to withhold information and records about 
individuals in “personnel and medical files and similar files, the disclosure of which would 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” The definition of “similar files” 
has historically been broadly interpreted to include a wide variety of files, and the United States 
Supreme Court has held that Congress intended the term "similar files" to be interpreted broadly, 
rather than narrowly. I have analyzed these records and find they meet the threshold requirement 
of this exemption. Additionally, I have reviewed and weighed the public interest in disclosure of 
this information against the privacy interest in nondisclosure, and found that the privacy interest 
outweighs the public’s interest in disclosure. 

Should you have questions or concerns regarding the Department’s response and\or the 
processing of your request, any such issues should be communicated to your legal counsel and 
Department of Justice Attorney representing the Department in this matter. 


Sincerely yours 



Supervisory Government Information Specialist 
and HHS FOIA/PA Public Liaison 



From: 

Laura Flint <laura.flint@fed-s 0 c.org> 

To: 

Severino, Roger (HHS/OCR) </o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDI BO HF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/on=47b b bf66a9ec4d4b8b74ed8cb2029b3 1 -Sever] no, R> 

Subject: 

Thank you 

Date: 

2017/12/01 17:40:28 

Priority: 

Norma! 

Type: 

Note 


Dear Mr. Severino, 

We are so grateful you could join us for the 2017 National Lawyers Convention. Please find attached a copy of 
a thank you letter from Dean we have placed in the mail today. I have also attached a form for submitting any 
expenses related to your convention participation. 

Thank you again. 


Sincerely, 
Laura Flint 


Laura Flint 

Deputy Director, Practice Groups 


The Federalist Society 

for Law and Public Policy Studies 

1776 I St. NW Suite 300 | Washington, DC 20006 

Phone: (202) 822-8138 | Fax: (202) 296-8061 


Sender: 

Laura Flint <laura.flint@fed-soc.org > 

Recipient: 

Severino, Roger (HHS/OCR) </o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(F YDI BO H F2 3S PDLT)/cn=Red p ie nts/c n=47b b bf66a 9ec4d4 b8b74ed8c b2029b31 -Seve ri no, R> 

Sent Date: 

2017/12/01 17:39:38 

Delivered Date: 

2017/12/01 17:40:28 
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Washington, DC 20006 

phone (202) 822-8138 
fax (202) 296-8061 


December 1, 2017 

Mr. Roger Severino 
Director 

Off ice of Civil Rights 

U + S. Department of Health & Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Mr, Severino, 

Thank you very much for participating in our 2017 National Lawyers Convention, Every year, the NLC is 
the signature event of the Lawyers Division, and it was wonderful to have you as a panelist. This year's 
NLC was the largest ever, we received great reviews from attendees, and the success we enjoyed was 
only made possible by your important contributions. 

Please note that videos of all panel presentations and addresses are now available for viewing on our 
website at wwwTcd-soc.org. if you incurred any expenses related to attending the NLC, please send the 
attached form and your pertinent receipts to our Director of Conferences, Juli Nix atjulimix@fedsoc.org. 

Again, thank you for your time and valuable expertise, as we could not have delivered such a substantive 
and enjoyable convention without you. 


Sincerely, 



Dean A. Reuter 

General Counsel, Vice President and Practice 
Groups Director 
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PRACTICE GROUPS REIMBURSEMENT FORM 


Name: 


Date of Claim: 


Event: 


Total Claimed: $ 


Please make the check payable to: 


Please mail the check to (address): 


For Federalist Society use only: Article I □ Law and Innovation □ 

National Lawyers Convention □ 

Date of Form: 

HHS 2019-00658-000003 


Practice Groups □ 
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